
 
 

Let’s keep our children safe online. 

The latest Ofcom Media Attitudes survey showed that over half of children aged 3-4 spend 9 hours or more online per 

week and just under half of them use YouTube. Did you know that YouTube is suitable for children 13 years and over? 

We know children watch YouTube videos and play games on apps, electronic devices and consoles. Trying to work out the 

risks associated with the games your children are playing or the content your child is viewing can be really difficult for 

parents. It is not against the law for a parent to let their child play a game that has a PEGI rating older than the child. 

Fortnite is PEGI 12, Minecraft PEGI 7, Lego Batman PEGI 7 are just a few.  Did you know that games such as Fortnite, can 

cause behavioural and other issues for schools and parents? 

Please ensure your children are using appropriate sites using age ratings provided or review sites such as Common Sense 

Media. Even on Youtube Kids, which is intended for younger children, children can come across inappropriate content that 

has fallen through the net. YouTube Kids videos are not checked by a human before being made public. Videos are checked 

using computer algorithms, but if the algorithm has not seen the issue previously it may not be able to identify the content 

as being inappropriate and it also has adverts. Children are much less likely to see inappropriate content on sites such as 

CBeebies/ CBBC as these sites will be checked before content is made public  

Younger children need supervising when online to control what they are accessing and who they can message or chat with. 

If you would like more information on how to keep your child safe online you can visit  

www.dorset.police.uk/help-advice-crime-prevention/safety-in-your-community/ssct/ 

PEGI 3 

The content of games with a PEGI 3 rating is considered suitable for all age groups. The game should not 

contain any sounds or pictures that are likely to frighten young children. A very mild form of violence (in a 

comical context or a childlike setting) is acceptable. No bad language should be heard. 

 

PEGI 7 

Game content with scenes or sounds that can possibly frightening to younger children should fall in this 

category. Very mild forms of violence (implied, non-detailed, or non-realistic violence) are acceptable for a 

game with a PEGI 7 rating. 

 

PEGI 12 

Video games that show violence of a slightly more graphic nature towards fantasy characters or non-realistic 

violence towards human-like characters would fall in this age category. Sexual innuendo or sexual posturing can 

be present, while any bad language in this category must be mild. Gambling as it is normally carried out in real 

life in casinos or gambling halls can also be present (e.g. card games that in real life would be played for 

money). 

https://pegi.info/what-do-the-labels-mean  

 

http://www.dorset.police.uk/help-advice-crime-prevention/safety-in-your-community/ssct/
https://pegi.info/what-do-the-labels-mean

